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Rome) from brick made stone and marble; which
commands the proud ocean from the Indies and
reaches the furthest Antipodes, should wrap her
stately head in clouds of smoke and sulphur, so full of
stink and darkness, I deplore with just indignation.'5
"For where in all other places/5 he writes in the
Essay itself:
"the Air is most serene and pure, it is here eclipsed
with such a cloud of sulphur, as the Sun itself,
which gives day to all the world besides, is hardly
able to penetrate and impart it here; and the weary
traveller, at many miles distance sooner smells than
sees the City to which he repairs. This is that
pernicious smoke which sullies all her glory, super-
inducing a sooty crust or fur upon all that it lights,
spoiling the moveables, tarnishing the plate, gildings
and furniture and corroding the very iron bars and
hardest stones with those piercing and acrimonious
spirits which accompany its sulphur; and executing
more in one year, than exposed to the pure Air of the
country it could affect in some hundreds."
He enlarges on its effects on health and asks, "is
there under heaven such coughing and snuffing to be
heard, as in the London Churches and assemblies of
people where the barking and spitting is incessant
and most importunate?" He inveighs against coal,
but admits that to serve the whole City with wood
would be impossible. His chief recommendation is
the removal of factories and works from the City.
On this he waxes eloquent, and the passage in which
he describes "the tunnels of smoak," which "draw a
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